Mirroring Ourselves: Teacher Educators of Color Reading Multicultural Texts by Suh, Yonghee & Hinton, KaaVonia
Old Dominion University
ODU Digital Commons
Teaching & Learning Faculty Publications Teaching & Learning
2015
Mirroring Ourselves: Teacher Educators of Color
Reading Multicultural Texts
Yonghee Suh
Old Dominion University, ysuh@odu.edu
KaaVonia Hinton
Old Dominion University, khintonj@odu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/teachinglearning_fac_pubs
Part of the International and Comparative Education Commons, and the Language and Literacy
Education Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Teaching & Learning at ODU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Teaching & Learning Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of ODU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@odu.edu.
Repository Citation
Suh, Yonghee and Hinton, KaaVonia, "Mirroring Ourselves: Teacher Educators of Color Reading Multicultural Texts" (2015). Teaching
& Learning Faculty Publications. 82.
https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/teachinglearning_fac_pubs/82
Original Publication Citation
Suh, Y., & Hinton, K. (2015). Mirroring ourselves: Teacher educators of color reading multicultural texts. Issues in Teacher Education,
24(2), 23-42.
Yonghee Suh & KaaVonia Hinton 23
Volume 24, Number 2, Fall 2015
Mirroring Ourselves

























Yonghee Suh and KaaVonia Hinton are associate professors in the Depart-
ment of Teaching and Learning of the College of Education at Old Dominion 
University, Norfolk, Virginia. ysuh@odu.edu & khintonj@odu.edu
Mirroring Ourselves24

































	 The	Library	of	Congress	classifies	So Far from the Bamboo Grove	
(So Far)—the	 story	 of	 eleven-year-old	Yoko	 and	 her	 family’s	 escape	
from	Korea	to	Japan	during	the	final	days	of	WWII—as	“fictionalized	
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Methodology
	 Self-study	was	chosen	as	the	approach	for	this	study	due	to	theo-
retical	 and	 practical	 reasons.	 Theoretically,	 we	 intended	 to	 make	 a	
contribution	to	a	knowledge-base	of	scholarship	on	teaching	(Bullough	
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Theoretical Model for Reading and Teaching
a Multicultural Text by Teacher Educators of Color
Figure 2
Affirming and Detaching Strategies Employed
by Teacher Educators of Color
Context 
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familiar	 reflection	of	ways	of	being	and	knowing.	We	argue	 that	 the	
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Issues in Teacher Education
impression	that	she	was	self-serving	or	promoting	her	own	causes	by	
including	a	text	like	So Far	in	her	course.
























Affirming and Detaching Strategies
	 Five	strategies	were	identified	while	the	teacher	educators	discussed	
multicultural	texts.	These	strategies	were	employed	when	the	teacher	
educators	attempted	 to	either	affirm	or	detach	 themselves	 from	their	











Yonghee Suh & KaaVonia Hinton 33

























It	 [the	book]	 said	 that	no	one	wanted	 to	help	 the	girls	because	 the	













Detaching Oneself from the Text	
	 In	detaching	themselves	from	their	ethnic	and	cultural	backgrounds,	
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Consequences of Strategies for Involvement and Detachment
	 Two	main	consequences	were	observed.	We	will	call	the	first	con-
sequence	 of	positioning	 oneself	 as	an	 insider	 or	an	 outsider	 shifting	
positions.	Two	teacher	educators	shifted	positions	from	detachment	to	
involvement	due	to	their	willingness	to	empathize	with	characters	and	
Yonghee Suh & KaaVonia Hinton 35



















engaged	with	 the	 text	and	shared	 intimate	details	 from	his	 family’s	
experiences	in	a	cheerful	and	unprompted	manner.	He	also	began	to	
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